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plicated military action, the limits of which were beyond cal-
culation, either in intensity or in extent.
"All those who, with varying degrees of knowledge, com-
mented on my actions in the Ministry of War during the
developments in Asturias, have praised the meritorious and
efficient work of this general, but no one has had a single
word of praise for the minister who appointed him. It is my
duty to inform the country that I was that minister, and that
if I had not appointed General Franco, with his technical
knowledge and admirable qualifications, he would have
known the events that were taking place in Asturias through
the press in the distant Balearic Islands."
It is curious to note that the very ex-Minister Diego
Hidalgo, who thus was proud of having retained General
Franco at his side at the time of the October Revolution,
remembers with justifiable pride that on the occasion of the
first and only vacancy of a division general which occurred
during his incumbency in the Ministry of War he promoted
Franco, the one whose promotion had been denied by a
decree of January 28, 1933^ which placed him at the bottom
of the list of brigadier-generals.
"According to the letter of the law, on the pages of the
Anuario militar. General Franco was in one of the lowest posi-
tions? but in my spirit," writes Diego Hidalgo3 "he was at
the top, , . . And to-day, no longer in the position that I held,
I can well take pride in the thought that it was during my
administration that General Franco was promoted to the rank
of division general"
When the general entered the office of the minister, the
latter said to him," I have awaited you with great impatience.
I have sent several emissaries in search of you, . . . I need
you."
"I am at your service," Franco answered.
The minister reached for a bundle of telegrams which he